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MR. RADENBERG: Today's date is October 11th, 


2001. The time is 1505 hours and this is Paul 


Radenberg of the Fire Department, City of New York. I 


am conducting an interview with -- 


MR. COHEN: Paramedic Marc Cohen, Shield 


2093, Battalion 22, EMS command. 


MR. RADENBERG: -- of the Fire Department of 


the City of New York. We are currently at Seaview 


Hospital, Battalion 22. This interview is regarding 


the events of September llth, 2001. 


Q. If you'd start with where you were at the 


time of the first impact, the first plane. 


A. My partner and I, Kenny Davis, who is also a 


paramedic here at EMS Battalion 22, we were in the 
city, probably about 7:00 o'clock. That was the 


primary election day and we were planning to work for 


Mark Green, his campaign. We were on the 59th Street 


bridge when out of the corner of our eye we saw the 


first plane hit the World Trade Center. Looking south 


from the 59th Street bridge, we noticed the smoke. 


We immediately went to Mark Green's 


headquarters, which was on 42nd Street. We made a 


telephone call to find out what we should do. We were 


directed at that point to go to Metropolitan Hospital 
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and secure a vehicle, which we did. We got there. We 
saw Lieutenant Craig Wing at the desk. He handed us 


keys to a vehicle, and with about five additional 


off-duty EMS members, I don't know their names, they 
were working also at the local union that day, we got 


on the FDR southbound. I was driving. My partner 


Kenny was in the front with me and we had about four or 


five other EMTs, paramedics, in the back. Like I said, 


I don't know all of their names. 
The FDR was basically shut down already. 


There were no cars on it, so we made pretty good time. 


When we came over the limited sight area like right 


about by the Brooklyn Bridge, from what we were talking 


about after, we believe that both buildings were still 
standing, but as we passed, Tower 1 had collapsed at 


that point, basically while we were on the FDR, like 


directly in front of the building. So that kind of 


gives us a sense of time. Everything was kind of 


moving pretty fast. 


We were directed by Manhattan South dispatch 


to go to the South Ferry terminal. We got to the South 


Ferry terminal prior to Building 2 collapsing. I know 


that because I looked up and I saw one of the Trade 


Center buildings was gone, but the other one was still 
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by a Lieutenant in uniform with a Suburban, I don't 


standing. Supplies were starting to arrive. They wer 


starting to organize what was going on, and I was told 


recall who it was or even what he looks like or what 


that we were going to expect a lot 


collapsed. 


his command was, but they were starting to set up and 


of patients because 


the building had just collapsed, one building had just 


So while they were throwing stuff out, I 


decided that I needed to start maybe heading and 


cause we weren't 


setting up a forward triage area b 


seeing patients. We were all kind 


of wondering why 


there was nobody that we were treating. So, by 


myself. I ran to the corner of Battery Park City, 


which is kind of like where the pa 


rking area is where 


you would pull in to the ferry terminal if you hada 


car, and then I made my way around 


walking down 


towards, I guess a little bit south of where the 


Brooklyn Battery Tunnel is. I was figuring that there 
would be just patients all laid out all over the place 
and everybody was running. There really weren't any 


patients and stuff. 


q 


Then, while I was looking around, then the 


second World Trade Center collapsed basically while I 
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was looking a 


I was facing north, so everything was 


blowing the other way. I mean, stuff 


lace, but it wasn't as bad as I 


pl 


Then, of course, I started cursing and 


then I just ran back to the ferry term 


thought that patients were coming arou 


But the wind was at my back because 


kind of just 


was all over the 


thought it would be. 


screaming and 
inal because I 


nd kind of like 


flanking us, because the way the build 


mean, 


ing collapsed, I 


there was no way anybody could get through. 


There was like a huge pile of debris now on the West 


Side Highway. 


I got there and then more 


started to arrive, people that were cl 


buildings, like Dr. Cherson, Chief McC 


Frank D'Amato, Lieutenant Medjuck. We 


organize incoming units that were the 


pulling stuff off the ambulances, back 


fluids and IVs. a sense of 


Basically, 


that point would be -- I guess it woul 


probably 11:00 o'clock by now. I mean 


long -- we saw a couple of patients th 


critical, some with a pelvic fracture 


fractures and stuff, but I guess at th 


mean, I know at this point both of th 


EMS resources 


oser to the 


racken, Captain 


started to just 
e and started 
boards and 

time line at 
d have to be 

, it was just one 
ere, you know, 
or long bone 


is point -- I 


Trade Center 
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towers were down, so I guess it's about -- it would 
have to be probably about 11:00 o'clock now, 11:00 
o'clock or 11:30. 

I stayed there. I was there until 5:00 
o'clock the next morning. I stayed there the whol 
time. 

Q. Did you recognize, when you were at South 
Ferry, when you first got there, aside from the 


lieutenant, recognize anybody else that was staging 


down in that area at that point? 


A. No. There were just so many people piling 


through the terminal, walking on the FDR Drive, 


coming -- I guess somehow they got onto the FDR Drive 


by the Brooklyn Bridge, the ramps, and then 


southbound on the FDR Drive. It was just hundreds, 


thousands. I mean, I couldn't even place a number o 


it. But the police started to tell them to head nort 


just to go, if you could walk, start walking, go nort 


they came 


however you can get out of here, just start walking 


north, and there were people starting to walk over the 


Brooklyn Bridge and I think a ferry took people out. 


Oh, yes. There were people getting on private boats 


also. I don't even know where these boats -—- like 


fishing boats or private vessels and stuff from over 
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there. I don't know how they were doing it, but I saw 


a lot of private boats with just a lot of people on 


it. But as far as EMS personnel, the only people that 


I recognized when I got there -- well, I didn't 


recognize him. I mean, I recognized him as an EMS 
lieutenant in uniform. I don't know... 


No, I don't know his name. But he was the 


only person I recognized until I came back after the 


second building collapsed, after the second Trade 


Center collapsed, people that were coming that were 


close from the collapses, that I guess were closer 


because they were covered in debris, and even though I 


was relatively close, I guess, the wind being at my 


back, I didn't get like covered with stuff, but the 


first people that I recognized seeing and talking to 
other than the people I came with in the ambulance from 


Metropolitan Hospital were Chief McCracken, Dr. Cherson 


from OMA, Captain Frank D'Amato and Lieutenant Bruce 
Medjuck and... 


Let me just think about it, who else was 


there. Nobody else, other than the people I came with, 


my partner, Kenny Davis. 


QO. Do you remember what the vehicle number was 


that you got, that you picked up at Metropolitan? 
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A. It was a three-digit n 


I don't want to say 227 because 
vehicle here and that's why it's 


But it was an older -—- 


QO. It's a 2300. 
A. Yes. It was a three-d 
with 2 and I'm sure -—- I'm almos 


Wing made a notation in his lieu 


vehicle we took because we know 


personal basis. Not personal. 


know his name and stuff. So I'm 


notation in his lieutenant logbo 


gave us. 


umber starting with 2. 
I think 227 is a 


popping into my mind. 


igit number beginning 


t positive Lieutenant 


tenant's log which 
each other ona 

He knows my name and I 
sure he made a 


ok of which vehicle he 


Q. Any other thoughts tha 


or oddities that stand out, a li 


sight? Not that the whole thing 


A. No. 


MR. RADENBERG: Okay. 


t you would like to add 


ttle strange event or 


wasn't. 


The time is now 1516 


hours. The interview is concluded. 


